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Club Officers 

President: Buddy Larson KC9UVJ 

Vice-President: Tom Karmann KC9VZY  

Secretary Lloyd Vandervort N9RPU 

Treasurer Doug Schultz N9EZF 

Sgt-at-Arms:   Paul Bleuel KC9NAA  
 

Board Member:  Ron Keller KC9YVL  

Board Member Dick Finn KC9ZVW 

Board Member Larry Mielke KC9RUE 

Committee Chairs 
Brat Fry Doug Schultz N9EZF 

Contesting/ 
Education/ 
Scholarship:    Jack Heil KG9IN 

Field Day: Jack Heil KG9IN 

Fund Raising: Open  

Net Manager Doug Schultz N9EZF 

Newsletter Dick Finn KC9ZVW 

Public Service Ed Beltz N9PJQ 

Publicity/Program Joe Scheibinger K9VY 

Repeater Lloyd Vandervort N9RPU 

Testing Doug Schultz N9EZF 

Truck Brad Freund KC9QYP 

TVI Lloyd Vandervort N9RPU 

Web Site: Tim Braun W9AAV 

 

Each committee has several members. If you 

are interested in serving on a committee, 

please contact the chairperson and volunteer 

your services. 

Mailing Address 
Fond du Lac Amateur Radio Club, Inc. 

PO Box 53 

Fond du Lac, WI 54936-0053 

E-mail: fdlhams@fdlhams.org 

Newsletter  
Submissions: 
Please email to 

rfinn5@hotmail.com 

 

Next Meeting 

When: July 8, 2019 at  7:00 pm 

Where: Moraine Park Technical College, Room A-112 
235 N National Ave, Fond du Lac, WI 54935 

 

Program: The "Rain Report" Producer Hap Holly KC9RP our Guest 
for July 

Field Day 2019 Report 
By Tom Powell KC9VXR 
 
 
Field Day 2019 can be considered a suc-
cess in many ways.  We had very good par-
ticipation from our members in set-up, oper-
ation and take-down.  We were visited by Sheriff Waldschmidt and 
Director of Emergency Management Bobbi Hicken, both of whom 
were impressed and appreciative of our availability for emergency 
communication when needed.   

A number of our members accepted responsibility and provided 
leadership in areas where many details needed to be addressed.  
Because of this the event ran smoothly and efficiently.  The weather 
was near perfect.   

 

We operated 2 stations continuously (or nearly so) for 24 hours.  
Many of us learned new information and improved our skills in ama-
teur radio operations.  We did well in the contest with 418 CW con-
tacts, 171 phone contacts, 62 digital contacts and extra points in 
several areas.  Congratulations to all who contributed to the success 
of Field Day 2019!!! 

 

Tom Powell KC9VXR 
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The "Rain Report" Producer Hap Holly KC9RP  
our Guest for July 
  
On Monday, July 8th, members of the Fond du Lac Amateur Radio Club will have the 
honor to meet Hap Holly KC9RP, a great man and a true legend in Ham Radio.  
  
(ARRL) Hap Holly, KC9RP, whoôs been producing The RAIN Report Amateur Radio 
newscast every week for 30 years, has announced that heôs retiring and closing down 
The RAIN Report (Radio Amateur Information Network). ñThe archives will remain online 
for those who want to download and/or broadcast them,ò Holly told ARRL. Holly, who just 
turned 68, was named Hamventionôs 2002 Amateur of the Year, which he called ña very 
special honor.ò He produced The RAIN Report, which typically runs from 10 to 15 
minutes, from his home studio/ham shack in suburban Chicago. In addition to being available via the internet, The 
RAIN Report is transmitted over a wide network of Amateur Radio repeaters. 
  
From his home studio/ham shack in suburban Chicago, Hap Holly, KC9RP, produces this 10 to 15- minute weekly 
amateur radio program service, featuring timely interviews, occasional thought-provoking commentaries from other 
hams, excerpts from Hamvention Forums and other items of general interest to the ham radio community at large. 
Ham radio is traditionally an aural ï as opposed to a visual ï medium; we meet and recognize fellow hams primarily 
by voice, seldom seeing them in person. RAIN programming is also an aural medium, listened to by thousands of In-
ternet users and hundreds of repeaters across the country at http://www.therainreport.com. Vern Jackson, WA0RCR, 
has carried the RAIN Report since its inception in the late 1980ôs on his 160 meter Gateway Radio Newsletter AM 
bulletin service from Wentzville, Missouri, on 1.860 Mhz, Saturday afternoon/evenings. Those aforementioned repeat-
er groups and others replay the weekly RAIN program over their local repeater systems on their regular ñnet nightò 
gatherings, permitting thousands of hams to hear Hapôs offerings for that particular week. Itôs all done with volunteer 
help and ï in the best of amateur traditions ï without profit to anyone involved.ò 
  
Let's Meet Hap Holley KC9RP 
Portions written by Dave Miller, NZ9E 
  
Hap Holly, KC9RP, founder, guiding light and modera-
tor of the weekly amateur radio audio feature maga-
zine known as the RAIN(Radio Amateur Information 
Network) Report will be our July guest.  
  
Hap Holly makes it happen; heôs an uncommonly intel-
ligent and outgoing individual. Hap is also very aurally 
oriented and insists on quality in every way in his RAIN 
programming. He conducts most of the interviews, ed-
its and engineers all of the program material on his 
talking computer, writes the scripts for others to record 
for him as MP3 files, and archives/ catalogs the RAIN 
library. Itôs all accomplished by touch and by earéHap 
is one of a number of non-sighted radio amateurs with-
in our ranks, but youôd never know it. 
  
For Hap blindness happened literally overnightéwhen he was only 7. Problems with his vision began when he was 4, 
but then he awoke one morning totally blind. The condition is untreatable, at least within current medical terms, but to 
Hap, it hasnôt been a handicap. In fact, in talking to him over the years, most of his friends tend to forget his unusual 
challenges, because he does so much of what we all do, without mention of his visual impairment. Both of Hapôs par-
ents were blind, his fatherôs resulting from a football accident in high school and his motherôs when she was around 
the age of 12. His father, nonetheless, was a successful building contractor and architect, formulating the plans he 
devised within his ñmindôs eyeò, then describing the details precisely to his secretary, who constructed balsa wood 
models. Then only by touch, Hapôs dad would go over the ñ3-dimensional plansò, incorporating additions or changes 
as needed. 
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The "Rain Report" Producer Hap Holly KC9RP  
our Guest for July 
  
  
Hapôs father was also a long time columnist for the Christian Science Monitor and was 
known world-wide for his ñAsk a Builderò column, which he wrote from 1965 until his 
passing in 1984. He was a touch typist ï as is Hap ï and was able to generate his col-
umn by that method alone (before the days of computers, word processors and voice 
synthesizers). 
 
In 1988 a 420-page book was written about Hapôs mother, depicting her struggle for in-
dependence from her New England industrialist father, her marriage to Hapôs dad and 
the eventual challenges that two blind parents encountered raising four sighted childrenïthen Hap too became blind. 
That book, entitled ñWhat Love Seesò was made into a made-for-TV movie and was first aired on the CBS television 
network, September 22, 1996. It starred Richard Thomas of the original ñWaltonôsò series and Anna Beth Gish, who 
played Pat Nixon.  

  
Hapôs Ham career began when he earned his Novice ticket in 1965 at the age of 14, receiving the call sign WN6UJH, 
while living in Escondido. He became a General ï dropping the ñNò in his call for a ñBò ï a year later in 1966 and 
served as a phone-patch station and net control for the Westcars traffic net until 1970. Hap then headed off to Princip-
ia College in Elsah, Illinois and from 1970 to graduation in 1974, ran phone patches and kept radio schedules for his 
fellow students. He graduated with a Bachelor of Arts degree in Sociology, and soon found himself in the Chicago ar-
ea, where he sought out world-class jazz accordionist Leon Sash to pursue his other love, music. With Hapôs patient 
guidance. Hapôs wife, Stephanie ï who is sighted ï received her ham ticket in 1986 and the call KA9WKD, after realiz-
ing how much ham radio, and the good it was able to accomplish, meant to Hap. In 1977, Hap picked up the ñ9-landò 
call of WD9GJQ. A year later he and Stephanie moved into their small but comfortable home in Des Plaines, Illinois, 
where he resumed his phone-patching and DXing activities with his now permanent antenna and station set-up. 
  
In 1981 Hap passed his Advanced class license exam and changed calls once more, this time to his current KC9RP 
call sign. According to Hap, ñMy inspiration for producing weekly ham radio programming resulted from my óneed to 
knowô . I faithfully listened to the weekly ham radio newscasts from the Amateur Radio Newsline (formerly WestLink 
Radio) in the early 1980ôs on a local repeater. I owe a great deal of gratitude to Newslineôs founder and producer, Bill 
Pasternak, WA6ITF, for his encouragement and direction. RAIN is truly an offspring of Newsline. In recent years Hap 
has written for Spec-Com Journal, Radio Scan Magazine and occasionally has reported for Newsline but with a hu-
man interest focus, as opposed to a news-only approach. 
  
Hap is a common sight at the yearly Dayton Hamvention, taping a number of the forums with the help and cooperation 
of the Hamvention organizers. These forums are then incorporated throughout the year in Hapôs RAIN Reports, mak-
ing the Hamvention come alive for those of us who may not be able to attend personally. 
  
According to Hap, being named 2002 Hamvention amateur of the Year was a VERY special honor. Hap is active on 
HF, VHF, and The Internet, using a Pc equipped with the JAWS speech screen reader program. Today he masters all 
RAIN audio digitally; encodes the weekly programs into downloadable MP3 files using Sound Forge; then uploads 
those files to an audio server for Internet distribution and now podcasting. Both the website and audio bandwidth are 
subsidized by supporters of RAIN via PayPal and the U.S. Mail. 
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2019 Field Day 
June 22-23 2019  
 
The annual ARRL Field Day for 2019 June 22-23 2019 is now in the books.  While the final ratings are 
still not available  our involvement was a resounding success.  We had many people show up on Friday evening to 
start the setup.  Saturday morning a large group presented itself at the University of Wisconsin North Parking Lot to 
complete the setup with laying cables, erecting yhe antennas and getting everything ready for the 1:00 p, kickoff.  
Most of the work was completed by noon which allowed an hour to relax and have 
lunch. 
 
A very big vote of thanks goes to Tom Powell KC9VXR who took over leadership of 
the event and recruited a great team of section leaders to coordinate all the activities.  
Everyone did their share and the event went off like clockwork. 
 
A key part of accumulating points involves getting participation from local government 
people.  Thanks to Joe Scheibingerôs recruiting efforts we were able to get Bobbi Hick-
en, the Fond du Lac Director of Emergency Management as well as Sheriff Ryan F 
Waldschmidt, Fond du Lac County Sheriff  
 

 
 
 

¢ƻƳ tƻǿŜƭƭ Y/ф±·w  
ŎƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘƻǊΦ 

Bobbi Hicken, the Fond du Lac Director of 
Emergency Management  

{ƘŜǊƛũ wȅŀƴ C ²ŀƭŘπ
ǎŎƘƳƛŘǘΣ CƻƴŘ Řǳ [ŀŎ 
/ƻǳƴǘȅ {ƘŜǊƛũ  

! ǘǊŀƛƭƻǊŜŘ  ƎŜƴŜǊŀǘƻǊ ŀƴŘ ƅƻƻŘ ƭƛƎƘǘ ǿŜǊŜ 
ǎǳǇǇƭƛŜŘ ōȅ YCL½τaŀƴȅ ǘƘŀƴƪǎΦ 
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2019 Field Day 
June 22-23 2019  
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2019 Field Day 
June 22-23 2019  
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2019 Field Day 
June 22-23 2019  
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2019 Field Day 
June 22-23 2019  
 



 

tŀƎŜ ф CƻƴŘ Řǳ [ŀŎ !ƳŀǘŜǳǊ wŀŘƛƻ /ƭǳō bŜǿǎƭŜǧŜǊ  WǳƭȅΣ нлмф 

FOND DU LAC AMATEUR RADIO CLUB  
 

ð FDL 73 ð 
VOLUME 20 ISSUE 7 www.fdlhams.com July, 2019 

Wƻƛƴ ¦ǎ hƴ {ǳƴŘŀȅ 9ǾŜƴƛƴƎǎ CƻǊ hǳǊ ²ŜŜƪƭȅ bŜǘ τ мфол ƘǊǎΦ мпрΦпол aIȊ τ ¢ƻƴŜ фтΦп IȊ 

MAY 31 & JUNE 1, 2019 BRAT FRY  
By Doug Schultz N9EZF 
 

We had another successful club Brat Fry on Friday, May 31 and Saturday, June 1, 2019 across from 

the Exxon station in Lomira. We had perfect weather on Friday, May 31 and we had a very busy day at Brat Fry. I 

would like to thank the following club members for helping on Friday: Joe Lauber KC9MDY, Dick Finn KC9ZVW, Joe 

Scheibinger K9VY, Rick Robinson NI9Z, Tom Powell KC8VXR, Chuck Mahnke K9HXI, Jack Heil KG9IN, Ron 

Aschmotat N8VDH and Ron Keller KC9YVL. 

 

 It was a good thing we had a record sales day on Friday because the weath-

er was not as cooperative on Saturday. We also had competition on Saturday 

with another brat Fry at the Lomira fire Dept. I would like to thank the follow-

ing club members for helping at the Brat Fry on Saturday: Larry Mielke 

KCD9RUE, Fernando Salazar KC9ZVX, Doug Murray KC9ZVT & his daugh-

ter Libby, Marjean Buck KC9LFI, Neal Buck LC9LFN, Peter Fox KB9WZD, 

Justin Buell KB9YET, Ben Haack KD9LVQ, Gene Peterson KD9IAG and Paul 

Bleuel KC9NAA.  

 

 

Our net profit for the Brat Fry was $956 after all bills were paid. We also 

kept 10 lbs. of  brats and burgers for Field Day activities in Justin Buellôs 

freezer.  

 

A special thanks to Peter Fox, Ben Haack and Gene Peterson for getting 

the grill cleaned up as well as cleaning the Brat Shack. A special thanks to 

Larry Mielke for cleaning the roasters, crock pots & utensils for the Brat Fry.  

 

I need also to thank Dick Finn KC9ZVW for picking up and returning the 

meat trailer to Hoffôs. I also need to thank Jack Heil KG9IN for driving the yellow banana both ways. Thanks to every-

one who helped at the Brat Fry and made it successful! 

 

 

 

 

 

ED NOTE: See the June News-

letter for more pictures. 

 

 

 


