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2021 Club Officers  
 

 President:      Tom Karrmann KC9VZY 

 Vice-President:     Tom Powell, KC9VXR,  

 Secretary      Lloyd Vandervort N9RPU 

 Treasurer      Doug Schultz N9EZF 

 Sgt-at-Arms:        Paul Buell KC9NAA 

 Board Member       Justin Buell KB9YET 

 Board Member      Larry Mielke KC9RUE 

 Board Member      Ron Keller KC9YVL 

Committee Chairs  
 

 Contesting               Jack Heil KG9IN 

 Education               Jack Heil KG9IN 

 Scholarship    Jack Heil KG9IN 

 Field Day:    Jack Heil KG9IN 

 Labor Day Parade  Justin Buell  

 Net Manager    Doug Schultz N9EZF 

 Newsletter    Doug Schultz N9EZF 

 Public Service    Ed Beltz N9PJQ 

 Publicity/Program    Joe Scheibinger K9VY 

 Repeater    Lloyd Vandervort N9RPU 

 Testing    Doug Schultz N9EZF 

 Truck Committee    (open) 

 TVI    Lloyd Vandervort N9RPU 

 Web Site:    Tim Braun W9AAB   
 

Each committee has several members. If you are 

interested in serving on a committee, please con-

tact the chairperson and volunteer your services. 

Mailing Address  
Fond du Lac Amateur Radio Club, Inc. 

PO Box 53 

Fond du Lac, WI 54936-0053 

E-mail: fdlhams@fdlhams.com 

Newsletter Submissions:  
Please email Editor Doug Schultz N9EZF 

schultz74@charter.net 

FARC FDL 73 Newsletter design and concept 

by Dick Finn KC9ZVW  

Our Next Meeting For September  
 

When: Monday September 13, 2021 at  7:00 pm  

Where: Moraine Park College  

235 N National Ave, Fond du Lac, WI 54935  
 

Please Bring a Friend to the Meeting!  

 

The  
Presidents  

Corner  
 

By: Tom Karrmann KC9VYZ  
 

We are making some headway in our search for 501c3 non-profit status.  This 

requires some changes to the club, mostly just properly documenting the way 

the club currently operates.  This will require some votes to change two of our 

founding documents, and that will require a quorum at a meeting in order to 

have a valid vote. 

Please try and attend the next several meetings if at all possible.  This is a big 

step for our club, and we need all hands on deck for the changes that will 

need to be made.  On the plus side, these changes will not require a lot from 

our club members besides just being at the meetings and voting. 

Well, I hope to see you all at the meeting. 

                                                                 Tom Karrmann KC9VZY, President, FARC 

 

²ƘŀǘΩǎ LƴǎƛŘŜ ¢Ƙƛǎ aƻƴǘƘΚ 
We Meet Again at Moraine Park 

Got Junk - (We Know You Do) 
FARC at the Labor Day Parade 

Parks On The Air 
KC9YVL Portable Operations and Go Box 

Treasurers Report for August 
Meeting Minutes for July 

Where Are We on the 501c3? 
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Fond du Lac Amateur Radio Club Will Meet At Moraine Park College!  
 

The FARC will once again meet at the Moraine park location in room 0-102. You can park in the very same 
location we did back when this was our meeting place before covid. Park in the west lot and enter in the 
ǎŀƳŜ ǇƭŀŎŜ ŀǎ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎǎΣ ǘƘŜ άhέ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎΦ ²Ŝ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ downstairs. 

 

0-102 

Park Here 

As Usual 

 

Official FARC Junk Table Set Up At Meeting 
άhƴŜ ƳŀƴΩǎ Ƨǳƴƪ ƛǎ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ƳŀƴΩǎ Ƨǳƴƪέ 

Back when we were meeting before Covid, we always had a table set up where you could select from some amazing 
things that other Ham radio operators would bring in to share. Piles of magazines, books, and even some hardware 
ǿŀǎ ōǊƻǳƎƘǘ ƛƴ ǘƻ ōƻǊǊƻǿ ŀƴŘ ƎƛǾŜ ŀǿŀȅΦ {ƻ ƛǘΩǎ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ ŎƭŜŀƴ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǊŀŘƛƻ ǎƘŀŎƪ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀŎŎǳƳǳƭŀǘŜŘ ǎǘǳŦŦ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ 
want any more over the year of the pandemic. If you have old magazines, this is a great way to help distribute knowl-
edge of our great hobby! Take them home and when you are done reading them bring them back next month and put 
them on the table for the next ham! And if you have anything to sell, bring it and attach a note to it showing how 
much you want for the item and who you are.  

DOWNSTAIRS 
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FARC AT THE FOND DU LAC 
LABOR DAY PARADE 

This is what leadership looks like!  

Congratulations goes out to FARC Board Member Justin Buell 
KB9YET. With a call to action at last months meeting, and with 
less than 30 days to put a crack team together for the Fond 
du Lac Labor Day Parade, Justin took the challenge and did a 
tremendous job. Justin, along with 14 volunteer FARC mem-
bers , had enough people to fill all positions and have extras 
as backups.  
  
On Monday morning, Justin asked that people arrive at 9 am 
so that they could do a quick briefing and filling in on assign-
ments before participants begin to arrive at 9:30 am then the 
parade rolls at 11 am.  

!ƴŘ ŦƻǊ WǳǎǘƛƴΩǎ ŜŦŦƻǊǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŜŦŦƻǊǘǎ ƻŦ мп C!w/ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎΣ 
our club received a check for $500 which will be put in the 
ǘǊŜŀǎǳǊȅ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ ŎƭǳōΩǎ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ǳǎŜΦ  

When it comes to public service, the Fond du lac Amateur 
Radio Club is ready, willing, and able to lend a hand to our 
ƎǊŜŀǘ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ŀƴȅǘƛƳŜ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ŀǎƪŜŘΦ !ƴŘ ƛǘΩǎ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ 
ƎǊŜŀǘ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇ ƭƛƪŜ WǳǎǘƛƴΩǎ ŀƴŘ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇ ǘƘŀǘ 
makes it happen. 

Congratulations Justin. Well done! 

 

Justin Buell  KB9YET 
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Photo Credit - Dennis Paulin KB9OFM 
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tŀǊƪǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ !ƛǊ όΨth¢!έύ 

What it is: 

 

Lƴ нлмсΣ ǘƘŜ !ww[ ǎǇƻƴǎƻǊŜŘ άbŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ tŀǊƪǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ !ƛǊέ  όbth¢!ύ ǘƻ ŎŜƭŜπ

brate the Nation Park Service 100th anniversary and to showcase portable 

amateur radio.   After the NOPTA event was completed a group of hams 

developed POTA, which encourages ham to get outside and operate or 

άŀŎǘƛǾŀǘŜέ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŀǘŜŘ CŜŘŜǊŀƭ ŀƴŘ {ǘŀǘŜ ƭŀƴŘǎΦ  .ƻǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƘŀƳ ƻǇŜǊπ

ŀǘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊƪ όǘƘŜ ŀŎǘƛǾŀǘƻǊύ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ άƘǳƴǘŜǊέ ǿƘƻ ƛǎ ŀǘǘŜƳǇǘƛƴƎ ǘƻ 

make a qso can earn awards.  The activator has to send his logs into POTA 

ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǉǎƻΩǎ ǘƻ Ŏƻǳƴǘ ǘƻǿŀǊŘ ŀǿŀǊŘǎΦ  !ǿŀǊŘǎ ŀǊŜ ŦǊŜŜ ŀƴŘ ŀǊŜ ǎŜƴǘ ǘƻ ȅƻǳ 

via email.   I encourage you to learn more by looking at the 

www.parksontheair.com site for more details. 

 

2. My involvement: 

 I obtained my tech and general licenses in July of 2020 and my Extra license in November of 2020.  I purchased my 

ŦƛǊǎǘ IC ǊƛƎ ƛƴ bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǎƻƻƴ L ƘŜŀǊŘ ǘƘŜ Ŏŀƭƭ ƻŦ ά/v th¢! /v th¢!έΦ  Lǘ ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ ǘŀƪŜ ǾŜǊȅ ƭƻƴƎΣ ōŜŦƻǊŜ L ǿŀǎ 

hooked on being a hunter.   I soon learned that POTA encourages the use of not just sideband, but digital modes as 

well, and I was soon chasing the activators via FT8 and FT4. 

 

                I wanted to do more, though.  I wanted to be an activator.  I purchased a Wolf River Coil system (WRC) and worked 

with learning how to tune it and deploy it.   After I felt comfortable with it, I looked around for a park to activate at.    

The obvious choice for me was Eldorado State Wildlife Area, just west of Fond du Lac.  The western side is only 

about 20 minutes from my QTH of Ripon.   I found several good parking areas, including one not marked on the 

map, but is by the actual road. 

 

                But, still I wanted to make it simpler.  I purchased Diamond K-400 trunk mount so that I could mount the WRC on 

my SUV and use the SUV as a ground plan.  I have installed the mount and by using the WRC with a whip antenna, I 

have received good DX with it. 

 

3. My equipment: 

 

 Radios ς Yaesu FT-818nd (6 watts)  and a Xiegu G90 (20 watts) w/ cooling rack.  I found that the G90 becomes very 

hot if you are activating, but with the cooling fan, it stays cool. 

 Antennas- Wolf River Coil SB 1000 with the large tripod and 8.5 foot whip. I can also deploy the WRC mounted on 

the back of my SUV.  I also can use an Alex Loop, and a low power End Fed antenna.  I hope to be able to set up the 
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             back of my SUV.  I also can use an Alex Loop, and a low power End Fed antenna.  I hope to be able to set up the End 

Fed antenna soon and switch between the End Fed and WRC mounted on my SUV. 

 

4. A few stories. 

 

 My high school aged special needs daughter will sometimes come with dad to do radio as she knows she can 

squeeze dad for a lemon aide.  She will set in the front seat and play with a toy or two while I do radio.  About 45 

minutes in, she will start to ask how much longer.  That gives me about 15 more minutes until I have to pack it up.  

Several days ago, when I was out at Eldorado State Wildlife Area, there was a large Ag sprayer tractor parked in the 

parking area I like to use.  Pretty soon he shows up, unlocks a gate and he disappears down a road into a field.  I did 

not see him again.   Later on, another man shows up in a pickup truck and asks if I have dog, as I wanted to tell me 

that he was going to be target shooting in the parking area next door and did not want to frighten any dogs.  This 

morning when I was out to Eldorado State Wildlife Area, I observed to groups of men dropping off their canoes to 

go out into the marsh and lake. 

 

5. If you have any questions, I can be reached at my email at QRZ.com 

 

 

 

 

 

FCC NEWS 

The $35 FCC application fee for radio amateurs has been postponed until 2022 to give the FCC time to upgrade the 

FCC website. 

All amateurs that are renewing the license or making an application to upgrade their license will be required by the 

FCC to provide them with a valid email address. The FCC will be contacting the amateurs via email from this point on. 

New Applicants for Amateur Radio Licenses will be required to get a FRN from the FCC website before coming to an 

ŜȄŀƳ ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴΦ {ƻŎƛŀƭ {ŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ ƴǳƳōŜǊǎ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ŀŎŎŜǇǘŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ C// ŦƻǊƳ слр ŀƴȅ ƭƻƴƎŜǊ ŀƴŘ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ Cwb 

you will be unable to take the Technician exam. 
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   KC9YVL Portable Operations and Go Box 

By Ron Keller KC9YVL 

 

I would like to share a little about portable operations and the go box I cre-

ated. I actually have two go boxes. An HF go box and VHF/UHF go box. The 2 

meter/70cm one is built into a small case and used for my work as a volun-

teer for SATERN (Salvation Army Emergency Radio Network) group for more 

local  communications. 

The go box I used on  8/28/21 is  my HF go kit. I qualified Lighthouse Island 

(WI073) in Lakeside Park for the U.S. Islands program QSO Party.  I setup a 

station on the middle part of the island.  The main components of my kit are a 

large cooler on wheels, a lawn mower size deep cycle battery, an Icom 7000 

HF transceiver with IT-100 antenna tuner. The go kit has a trio of antennas 

which include an offset center fed dipole with a 25 foot extendable mast & 

tripod, an end fed wire antenna (easiest to deploy and a Wolf River coil ad-

justable vertical antenna setup. The HF go box is capable of working 10-80 meters contains some RG8X coax, a ground 

stake, folding table, a seat cushion to be able sit on the cooler, a 10 X 

12 tarp, poles as well as stakes and ropes for the tarp.  Also in the go 

box I carry some tools such as pliers, screwdriver, hammer and etc. I 

also carry miscellaneous supplies such as rope, zip ties, electrical tape, 

antenna adapters and a 20 0z. soda bottle filled with sand with a string 

tied on for throwing a line over a limb in a tree. Everything in the go 

box fits in the cooler or on top of it. The Go box fits into a trunk, truck 

bed or a back seat. 

An amateur can use a setup like this for many portable, off grid situa-

tions but not limited to emergency disaster communications, island 

activations, parks on the air or summits on the air events. Amateurs 

also do portable operations for fun! 

{ƻƳŜ ǘƛǇǎ L ƭŜŀǊƴŜŘ ŀǊŜ ǘƻ ŀŘŘ  έǎǘǊƻƪŜ ǇƻǊǘŀōƭŜέ ŀŦǘŜǊ ȅƻǳǊ Ŏŀƭƭ ǎƛƎƴ 

when communicating. The amount of output power you use will be 

dependent on how big of a 12 volt battery you use. The output of your 

station could vary from .5 watts to 100 watts. Check the weather  
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forecast. Make sure the location is safe and it is legal to operate from. Search for a 

shady spot and make sure you ground your station. Make sure your battery is 

charged, bring paper and pencil for logging, bring a garbage bag or clear plastic 

cover to protect your equipment in case of a quick rain shower. If you setup in a 

public area mark all your wires, cables and ropes so nobody trips over them. Bring 

spare fuses, make a plan and write down an inventory list of items needed and 

then check them off as pack up. Test new equipment before you leave. Another 

thing I have learned is to double check to make sure you have everything and pack 

ŀǎ ƭƛƎƘǘ ŀǎ ȅƻǳ ŎŀƴΦ LŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƘƛƪƛƴƎ ƛƴǘƻ ŀƴ ŀǊŜŀ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ǎƘŜƭǘŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ ǎǘŀȅǎ Ǉǳǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 

wind, bring along bug spray and dress for the weather. Provide shade or a sun 

ǾƛǎƻǊ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳǊ ǘǊŀƴǎŎŜƛǾŜǊ ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŀǊŜ ƘŀǊŘ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ƛƴ ōǊƛƎƘǘ ǎǳƴƭƛƎƘǘΦ LΩƳ ǎǳǊŜ 

there  are some things I missed in this article so feel free to ask me questions. Go 

out and have some fun operating outdoors! 

73 everyone,                                                                                 Ron Keller KC9YVL 


